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For the past 36 years, we have been working on a complete reprint of the
31-year run of the Meiji era Jiji Shinpo, and we are proud to announce completion
of the project.

Jiji Shinpo was a daily newspaper founded by Yukichi Fukuzawa in 1882
(Meiji 15). One year earlier, with the "Political Crisis of 1881" the government
promised to establish a parliament in ten years. The Liberal Party and the
Constitutional Reform Party were organized as major competing parties, and large
newspapers such as the Tokyo Nichinichi Shinbun and the Yubin Hochi turned into
official newspapers of political parties. In the midst of all these events, the first issue
of Jiji Shinpo proclaimed its spirit of “independence and liberty," working “not for
the sake of one side like other party newspapers,” and with the aim of "respecting
the independence of Japan and having the sole purpose of national rights in the
lifetime." It did not hesitate to criticize the government vehemently at times.

On the other hand, the Jiji Shinpo did not limit itself to political
discussions but reflected Fukuzawa's Civilization Theory by offering a wide range
of information on economics, society, religion, customs, education, academics, and
the improvement of the lives of citizens. In particular, editorials and articles related
to "socially vulnerable people,” such as on the theme of expanding the rights of
working women, were noteworthy, raising issues that were ahead of the times.

The newspaper was also characterized by its diverse structure and could
be said to be the prototype of today's popular newspapers. For example, inclusion
of serialized Go (game), panel cartoons (satirical cartoons by Kitazawa Rakuten),
and cooking recipes were groundbreaking innovations. It also focused on overseas
affairs, and through an exclusive contract with Reuters, Jiji Shinpo was the first
Japanese newspaper to publish important information from around the world.

This reprint is the complete set, with not a single page missed, using the
Keio University Library copy of the Tokyo edition as the main source, but with
the additional full cooperation of Meiji Bunko at the University of Tokyo and the
National Diet Library. Where the original paper was damaged or broken, or with
insect-damage or writing on it, which is common in collections of early Meiji era
papers, we have painstakingly reconstructed the pages so that they can be read
accurately.Restoration of the original newspaper form took a very long time and
much effort, but we have finally completed the work.

We sincerely hope that you will find it useful.
September 2022, Ryukei Shosha Publishing Co. Ltd.
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